
Diverse Books Pre-k to 2nd Grade 
The books on this list highlight the lives of those who are often marginalized. These include books about people who 

identify as LGBTQ+, Hispanic & Latinx culture and lives, African American/Black Lives, and those experiencing poverty 

and homelessness.  

LGBTQ 

We are Family by Patricia Hegarty 

Through illness and health, in 

celebration and disappointment, 

families stick together. Some families 

are made up of many people, and 

some are much smaller. Sometimes 

family members look like each other, 

and sometimes they don’t! But even 

though every family is different, the 

love is all the same 

 
Pride. The Story of Harvey Milk and 

the Rainbow Flag by Rob Sanders 

In this deeply moving and 

empowering true story, young readers 

will trace the life of the Gay Pride 

Flag, from its beginnings in 1978 with 

social activist Harvey Milk and 

designer Gilbert Baker to its spanning 

of the globe and its role in today's 

world. Award-winning author Rob 

Sanders's stirring text, and acclaimed 

illustrator Steven Salerno's evocative 

images, combine to tell this 

remarkable - and undertold - story. A 

story of love, hope, equality, and 

pride. 

 

Hispanic & Latinx 

Abuela by Arthur Dorros 

Come join Rosalba and her 

grandmother, her abuela, on a 

magical journey as they fly over the 

streets, sights, and people of New 

York City which sparkles below. The 

story is narrated in English, and 

sprinkled with Spanish phrases 

as Abuela points out places that they 

explore together. The exhilaration 

in Rosalba’s and Abuela's story is 

magnified by the loving bond that 

only a grandmother and 

granddaughter can share. 

 
 

My Papi Has a Motorcycle by Isabel 

Quintero 

When Daisy Ramona zooms around 

her neighborhood with her papi on his 

motorcycle, she sees the people and 

places she's always known. She also 

sees a community that is rapidly 

changing around her. But as the sun 

sets purple-blue-gold behind Daisy 

Ramona and her papi, she knows that 

the love she feels will always be there. 

 

African American/Black Lives 

Firebird by Misty Copeland 

In her debut picture book, Misty 

Copeland tells the story of a young 

girl--an every girl--whose confidence is 

fragile and who is questioning her 

own ability to reach the heights that 

Misty has reached. Misty encourages 

this young girl's faith in herself and 

shows her exactly how, through hard 

work and dedication, she too can 

become Firebird. Lyrical and affecting 

text paired with bold, striking 

illustrations that are some of 

Caldecott Honoree Christopher 

Myers's best work, makes Firebird 

perfect for aspiring ballerinas 

everywhere. 

 

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman 

Grace loves stories, whether they're 

from books, movies, or the kind her 

grandmother tells. So when she gets a 

chance to play a part in Peter Pan, she 

knows exactly who she wants to be. 

Remarkable watercolor illustrations 

give full expression to Grace's high-

flying imagination. 

 

Poverty & Homelessness 

Maddi’s Fridge by Lois Brandt 

Best friends Sofia and Maddi live in 

the same neighborhood, go to the 

same school, and play in the same 

park, but while Sofia’s fridge at home 

is full of nutritious food, the fridge at 

Maddi’s house is empty. Sofia learns 

that Maddi’s family doesn’t have 

enough money to fill their fridge and 

promises Maddi she’ll keep this 

discovery a secret. But 

because Sofia wants to help her 

friend, she’s faced with a difficult 

decision: to keep her promise or tell 

her parents about Maddi’s empty 

fridge. Filled with colorful artwork, 

this storybook addresses issues of 

poverty with honesty and sensitivity 

while instilling important lessons in 

friendship, empathy, trust, and 

helping others. A call to action 

section, with six effective ways for 

children to help fight hunger and 

information on antihunger groups, is 

also included. 

 

A Shelter in our Car by Monica 

Gunning 

Zettie and her Mama left their warm 

and comfortable home in Jamaica for 

an uncertain life in the United Sates. 

With Papa gone, Mama can't find a 

steady job that will sustain them and 

so they are forced to live in their car. 

But Mama's unwavering love, 

support, and gutsy determination give 

Zettie the confidence that, together, 

she and her mother can meet all 

challenges.Monica Gunning's moving 

and authentic story about 

homelessness in an American city was 

developed with the help of the 

Homeless Children s Network in San 

Francisco. 

 

Find these and more at 

www.jcls.org 

http://www.jcls.org/

